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rock type that should give rise to reasonably uniform strength
characteristics for intact rock (rock without faults or other
discontinuities); e.g., schists are generally softer and have lower
shear strength than gneisses due to the greater amount of mica
controlling the foliation in schists. An exception to this is the
Hartland schists, which tend to be harder, stronger, and more
resistant to weathering than the Manhattan schists.
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Field observations indicate that the rocks in the map area
form good foundations, especially the schists, gneisses, and
diabase. When the serpentinite and shaley portions of the Triassic
rocks are excavated and exposed slopes are formed, such as in
highway cuts, rapid weathering and disintegration generally occurs.
This is especially so in closely jointed portions of these units.
The diabase is also subject to small block falls on exposed slopes
with time, building talus residue at the slope base. Retaining
walls may have to be considered where structures are located at the
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KEY TO TERMS OF LITHOLOGIC DESCRIPTORS

[The three categories of terms are separated by
slashes in the lithologic descriptors]
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artificial drainage features built to lower the water

Former drainage and shorelines. Very straight furrows
and ditches in fields and parallel to roads may be
table ("P" represents a pond)
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